na r-sierra €

Issue No. 43, July & August 1991

The function of the Peak & Gorge section is to promote mountain-

eering, peak climbing and gorge scrambling wilderness activities. We
also provide a fcrum for rock climbers and encourage their activities
as much as possible. The section supports conservation and environment-

al issues particularly those impacting our activity areas; we sponsor
leadership, orienteering, first aid and mountaineering training seminars
as well as trips and lectures dealing with natural history, anthropology,
and western americana.

The scope of peak and gorge activities is impressive and we are
supported in these endeavors by many dedicated volunteers and enthus-
iasts. As I begin my tenure as chairman there is much to be proud of
and much more to be done. My goals as chairman include: developing the
ranks and improving the training of new leaders, expanding the active
membership, improving the Boulder, developing more interest in cla: s
three mountaineering and promoting e development of environmental
values through wilderness experien

The extent to which I am successful in accomplishing these five
goals depends to a large degree on the energies of our members. I ask
for your support in the many tasks ahead. I am especially interested
in having trip leaders write up their many adventures for publication in
the Boulder, also I encourage members to become leaders and to part-
icipate in earning emblems. Please feel free at all times to write in
or call with your ideas and suggestions on how to improve our section.
I look forward to working with all of you, listening to you and accom-
plishing these goals together.

See you on the trail.

John P. Watters
845 Fulton Ave #2056
Sacramento, CA 95825
(916) 488-8467
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FOR YOUR CALENDAR

June 21-28, Fri.-Sun. - Class 2 Peak Climb/Car Camp - MT. TOHAKUM (8075’) & PYRAMID LAKE, leaving Sacramento at 7:30
p.m. Friday for our base-camp at Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation in Nevada. Saturday, we’ll climb Tohakum from the east.
Sunday morning, we’'ll explore the tufa pinnacles on the lake’s north shore. Call for details. Leader: John Watters, 488-8467,
assistant leader: Cristy Todaro, 729-5349.

June 22-23, Sat.-Sun. - Peak Climb/Backpack - MT. STANFORD (12,851"), leaving Friday evening. It's a 6 mile hike to our base-
camp at Steelhead Lake from McGee Creek trailhead. Early Sunday, we'll climb this Class 2 Sierra peak. Limited to eight. For
details, call leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338, or assistant leader: David Quong 677-1292.

June 29, Sat. - Class 2 Peak Climb - DESOLATION WILDERNESS TRAVERSE. A 10 mile hike starting at Wright's Lake, going
cross-country over the crest from Island Lake to Lake Aloha, hiking along its west shore, and returning on-trail to Twin Bridges via
Horsetail Falls or Echo Lakes via Haypress Meadows. Meet at CSUS Arboretum at 6:00 a.m. Leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338.
June 30, Sun. - Class 1 Peak Climb - RALSTON PEAK (9,285'). No special mountaineering skills are necessary, only stamina.
Starting from Hwy-50 near Camp Sacramento, we'll'climb 2,735’ up to the summit on a steep trail, the reward - a panoramic vista
of the Desolation Wilderness. Bring (besides a camera!) boots, lunch, water, and a rain poncho. Meet at CSUS Arboretum at 7:30
a.m. for directions to the trailhead. Leader: John Besbekos, 729-2725.

July 3-7, Wed.-Sun. SPS provisional climb of 7 Yosemite Backcountry Pks. Ldrs: Dave Petzold, Dale Van Dalsem, 213/822-0274.
July 4-7, Thurs.-Sun. - Peak Climb/Backpack - ANSEL ADAMS WILDERNESS, leaving Wednesday evening. After breakfast, we’ll
hike from the trailhead at Granite Creek to base-camp at Sadler or Joe Crane Lake. For the next two days, we’ll explore this
southern Yosemite area between Long Mtn. (11,502') and Post Peak (11,009’). There will be peaks to climb, lakes to fish, and your
choice of activities. For details, call leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338.

July 4-7, Thurs.-Sun. PRIVATE OUTING up MT. SHASTA (14,162’) via avalanche gulch. Interested parties should call trip
coordinator, John Watters, 488-8467.

July 4-8, Thurs.-Mon. HPS climb of San Gorgonio + 10 Pks. Leader: Terri Sutor, 619/455-0786.

July 13, Sat. - Gorge Scramble III - DEVIL’S GATE. We will scramble the North Fork of the Middle Fork of the American River
from the Last Chance bridge to Devil’s Gate. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in Roseville Square. Leader: Fred Fischietto, 983-5607.

July 13, Sat. - Class 1 Peak Climb - MT. ELWELL (7812') & HASKELL PEAK (8107’). Two hikes for the price of one! This

Gr. 3D day hike in the vicinity of Sierra City along Hwy-49 won’t seem so bad since it’s broken into two chunks. First, we'll tackle
Elwell (8 miles and 2000’ gain). After a short drive and hike, we’ll partake of the great views atop Haskell (3 miles and 1100’ gain).
Bring lunch, water, and rain-gear. Meet at the 11th & O parking lot at 7:830 a.m. Leader: Gary Campbell, 454-5140.

mid July mid-week PRIVATE OUTING - PEAK CLIMB/BACKPACK. Call Al Gutowsky, 457-3338 if you're interested in a 3 to §
day trip. I'm open to anything, the Pioneer Basin via Mosquito Flat, a loop trip into Northern Yosemite visiting Tilden and Jack
Main Canyons from Leavitt Lakes trailhead or Hetch Hetchy, spending a few days exploring Spiller and Matterhorn Canyon from
Twin Lakes, a hike from Virginia Lakes via Virginia Canyon to exit via McCabe Lakes at Tuolumne Meadows or Saddlebags Lake.
July 18, Thurs. - PRIVATE OUTING - ROCK-CLIMBER'S Social - A gathering to share recent experiences, tell stories, plan
private trips, and perhaps even do some climbing over the river, swimsuit optional. We’ll meet at 7:30 p.m. behind the "Caution” if
swimming sign, on the west side of the American River, 100 yards/meters north of the Rainbow Bridge in Folsom, at an intersection
of bike trails, and walk to a good bouldering spot. Parking is available on the east side of the river and south side of the street.
July 20-21, Sat.-Sun. - Gorge Scramble III on FEATHER RIVER. A relatively easy but long scramble of the upper Middle Fork of
the Feather River from English Bar to Cleghorn Bar. Call for meeting place and time. Leader: John Schwind, 678-2942 (Dixon).
July 20, Sat. - Class 2 Peak Climb - MT. PRICE, DESOLATION WILDERNESS, as a Gr. 3C day hike. We’ll take the trail east
from Wrights Lake, eventually scrambling cross-country up to the summit of this 9,975’ OGUL Peak in the Crystal Range. Limited
to 15. Call for details. Leader: John Besbekos, 729-2725.

July 20, Sat. - Class 2 Peak Climb - JOBS PEAK (10,633’) - A Gr. 3D day hike up to the fourth highest summit (it’s on the
OGUL list) in the Tahoe area. Besides the usual lunch and water, bring long pants for cross country travel amid desert sage. Call
for meeting place and time. Leader: Alan Cooke, 344-0957.

July 21, Sun. - Beginners Peak Climb - ROUND TOP PEAK (10,380’) offers dramatic views and incredible heights. This Gr. 2B
day hike is recommended for hikers who haven’t climbed (much) in the Sierra, but want to! Those wanting to stay on the trail can
wait at Round Top Lake while we go up the Class 2, stopping short of the Class 38 leading to the true summit. Meet at Hazel
Avenue Park and Ride, just north of Hwy-50 at 8:00 a.m. Leader: Bob Buckles, 624-3620.

July 23, Tues. - Peak and Gorge Social - ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC/POT LUCK (6:30 p.m.) at Swanston Park. Let’s get
together and see how your summer (hiking) is going. And if you've never attended a Peak and Gorge Social before, we'd really
enjoy meeting you. From Hwy-50, take Howe Ave past Fair Oaks, turning right on Northrop, look for Swanston Park on the right
after Bell before Fulton. Don’t park in the lot, it closes at sunset.

July 25-29, Thurs.-Mon. - Peak Climb/Backpack - THE TRINITY ALPS WILDERNESS (think tarn lakes, water falls, and glacial
moraines), leaving 5:00 p.m. Thursday. We’'ll backpack 6 miles in and 2500’ up to our base-camp below Canyon Creek Lakes.
Expect an exploratory Class 3, Gr. 2D day hike up Thompson Peak (9002’), and given energy, climbs up Hilton and Sawtooth on
alternate days. Limited to 15. Leader: John Sarna 429-8024; assistant leader: Jeff Gottesman, 758-9942.

July 27-28, Sat.-Sun. - Gorge Scramble III - CAPE HORN GORGE. An easy overnight trip for first timers, going from Pickering
Bar to the Colfax-Iowa Hill Bridge. Be sure to bring an air mattress to float through the long, slow pools. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in
Roseville Square. Leader: Fred Fischietto, 983-5607.

July 27, Sat. - Class 1-2 Peak Climb - CRYSTAL RANGE PEAK CLIMB. An easy hike of 7-8 miles to climb the two high points
south of Mt. Price. Meet at CSUS Arboretum at 6:30 a.m. Leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338.

Aug. 4, Sun. - Class 2 Peak Climb - STEVENS & RED-LAKE PEAKS (10,061’) from Carson Pass. Expect memorable views of
Hope Valley and the surrounding Sierra, even without the optional bit of Class 3 at the top of Red Lake Peak, and more views as
we run the ridge between the two peaks. Bring lunch and water. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Hazel Avenue Park and Ride just north
of Hwy-50. Leader: Alan Cooke, 344-0957.

Aug. 10-11, Sat.-Sun. - Peak Climb/Car Camp - MT. MORGAN & SAN JOAQUIN, leaving Friday evening. After breakfast in
Mammoth, we’ll drive to Mosquito Flat to climb Morgan (13,748’), finishing with a good dinner out Saturday evening. We'll climb
San Joaquin (11,600’) early Sunday. For details, call leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338.

Aug. 10-11, Sat.-Sun. - Gorge Scramble V - M. F. FEATHER RIVER, from Hanson Bar to Milsap Bar. Traverse this stretch of
river with us and you'll realize why it was named Devil Canyon by the old-timers. Meet at 6:00 a.m. in Roseville Square. Leader:
John Schwind, 678-2942 (Dixon).

Aug. 10-12, Sat.-Mon. - Peak Climb/Backpack - THE CARSON-ICEBERG WILDERNESS is scenic, just out of day-hike range, but
still relatively untrammeled, esp. for the Sierra. We’'ll backpack about 8 miles in to base-camp near Silver King Creek, leave our
packs to scurry up Antelope and Mineral Peaks (optional), and do one Gr. 3D day hike up Whitecliff Peak (10,832’).

Limited to 15. Leader: John Sarna, 429-8024; assistant leader: Judith Fairchild: 485-0107.

Aug. 10, Sat. - Class 2 Peak Climb - ANDERSON PEAK (8683') & TINKER KNOB (8949'). This Gr. 3-4C day hike with 2500’
elevation gain is almost all on the Pacific Crest Trail, and views some of the most beautiful high-country in the Donner Summit
area. Be in good physical condition; and bring lunch, water, and rain-gear. Meet at the CSUS Arboretum at 7:15 a.m. Secondary



FOR YOUR CALENDAR - continued from first page

-> Aug. 16-18, Fri.-Sun. - Class 2 Peak Climb - EAGLE PEAK (9,906’). Leaving Friday, we’ll drive to the Warner Mountains in
northeastern California. On Saturday, we’ll climb Eagle Peak and return to base camp. On Sunday, we’ll return to Sacramento via
Lassen Volcanic National Park with a possible climb of Mt. Lassen (10,457’). Call for details. Leader: John Watters, 488-8467.

-> Aug. 17-18, Sat.-Sun. - Peak Climb/Backpack - JULIUS CAESAR (13,196’), leaving Friday evening. From Pine Creek trailhead,
it’s a 7 mile hike with 4000’ elevation gain to base-camp at Granite Park. Early Sunday, we’ll hike to Italy Pass and then up this
Class 2 Sierra peak. Limited to eight. For details, call leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338, or assistant leader: David Quong 677-1292.

-> Aug. 17, Sat. - Gorge Scramble III - GREEN VALLEY. A short scramble on the North Fork of the American River from Euchre
Bar to Green Valley with a 2000 foot climb out. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in Roseville Square. Leader: Fred Fischietto, 983-5607.

-> Aug 17, Sat. - Class 2 Peak Climb - HAWKINS PEAK (10,028’) from the Turtle Creek Recreation Site north of Markleeville.
Approaching Hawkins from the east provides excellent views of the surrounding ranges and valleys. It's 4000’ up and almost 10
miles of cross-country through open terrain with some white-bark pine. Bring lunch and water. Meet at 7 a.m. at the 11th & O
parking lot. Leader: Alan Cooke, 344-0957.

-> Aug. 24, Sat. - Gorge Scramble IIIl on FEATHER RIVER. A day in Bald Rock Canyon at the giant water slide below Curtain
Falls. Towering granite walls, gigantic boulders, and thundering waterfalls make this the classic Northern Sierra Gorge. Be sure to
bring an air mattress to ride the water slide. Meet at 6:00 a.m. in Roseville Square. Leader: John Schwind, 678-2942 (Dixon).

-> Aug. 31 - Sept 2, Sat.-Mon. - Peak Climb/Backpack - TWO NORTHERN YOSEMITE PEAKS, leaving Friday evening. After
breakfast in Bridgeport, we’ll drive to our trailhead at Leavitt Lake and hike 6-7 miles to base-camp at High Emigrant or Emigrant
Meadow Lake. On Sunday, we'll explore the area south of our base-camp, climbing Grizzly and Bigelow (10,539) Peaks. For
details, call leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338.

-> Sept. 7, Sat. - Gorge Scramble IV - GIANT GAP. Scramble the North Fork of the American River from Green Valley through
Giant Gap to Pickering Bar with a 2000 foot climb out. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in Roseville Square. Leader: Fred Fischietto, 983-5607.
Sept 7-8, Sat.-Sun. DPS climb of White Mtn & Waucoba. Leader: Bill T. Russell, 213/822-9044.

-> Sept 14, Sat. - Class 2 Peak Climb - TRYON PEAK (~9900’), from Ebbetts Pass. Enjoy the fall colors on this easy 8 mile hike
with 1500 feet elevation gain. Meet at CSUS Arboretum at 6:30 a.m. Leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338.

-> Sept 21, Sat. - Class 1 Peak Climb - YOSEMITE’s MT. DANA (13,053’). Accompany Jim Murphy to the top of his 247th SPS
Peak, a list finisher. This moderately-paced saunter of 3000’ gain is a joint excursion with the Angeles Chapter (SPS). Meet at
7:30 a.m in the free parking area one-quarter mile east of the Tioga Pass Gate. Coordinator: Steven Thaw, (415) 376-3380.

Sept 21-22, Sat.-Sun. DPS climb of Patterson & Glass. Leader: Patti Kline, 213/455-1956.

-> Oct.5-6, Sat.-Sun. - Peak Climb/Car Camp - TUOLUMNE MEADOWS PEAK CLIMB, leaving Friday evening. After breakfast in
Bridgeport early Saturday morning, we'll enjoy the fall colors in the high country while climbing at least two of these Class 2 peaks:
Tioga (11,513’), Mammoth (12,117') Johnson (11,070’), and Rafferty (11,1204). Expect a good dinner out Saturday evening. For
details, call leader: Al Gutowsky, 457-3338.

Oct 19-20, Sat.-Sun. DPS climb of Charleston & Mummy. Leader: Igor and Suzanne Mamedalin, 714/786-3918.

NOTE: Some outings carried by other Sections and other Chapters of the Club (NOT marked with a ->) are listed for your
information. Details are provided in other Sierra Club Publications; prior consultation with the outings leader is
recommended for those unable to check the original (more detailed) description of the trip. ODS = Oakland-based Desert
Survivors; MLC = Mother Lode Chapter; SPS = Los Angeles Sierra Peaks Section; DPS = Los Angeles Desert Peaks Section;
HPS = Los Angeles Hundred Peaks Section; PCS = Loma Prieta Chapter Peak Climbing Section.

CONGRATULATIONS to Gene Markley on receiving the conference award.from
the Conference of California Historical Societies presen?ed aF Br}dge—
port on June 15th for distinguished contributions to California history.

READERSHIP SURVEY RESULTS JUNE 3, 1991 ‘ '
A total of six responses were received from the survey 1in last month's

issue. As this constitutes only about 9% of the subscrlberg, no conclu-

sions can be validly drawn; however, briefly, the results indicate that

the respondents were experienced peak climbers with littlg gorg xpe-
rience, fair attendance on outings, with moderate to prol%flc P c}lmb—
ing yearly, with mostly moderate elevations (10-15K') achieved. .ysical

accomplishments were good, with all except one with over 20 m}.-Q,OOO'
gain in a day. Only three had led over 5.5 w1th.4 starting cllmglrg after
1980. Four had spent between $1-2.5K on gear, with one over $2.5' . Three
made over $50K/yr., with 5 owning 2WD and one a 4WD. Three haq t-fveled
over 1,000 mi./outing, with 1 under 500 mi. All plckgd.up trail litter,
with a few building trails or other conservation activity. Peaks Wanted
on the lists included "Agassiz), Babbitt, Como, and coastal pegks in gen-
eral. One respondent sought to eliminate the "bumps." Three d1Qn't under-
stand the question on staying in or leaving the Sierra Club, with the
vote being 2-1 for staying. Future questions for the survey concerned
following ability, solo climbing, waivers, ideas to stimulate articles
for the Boulder, and sexual experience.

Pete Yamagata
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HIGHPOINTS OF THE STATES

AUGUST 1989
STATE HIGHPOINT ELEVATION CLASS TOPOGRAPHICAL MAPS
(FEET)
Alabama Cheaha Mtn. 2,407 (2,405) DOrive-up Cheaha Mountain, Ala.
Alaska Mt. McKinley 20,320 4 Mt. McKinley (A-3), Alaska*/Talkeetna (D-3), Alaska*
Arizona Humphreys Peak 12,633 1 Humphreys Peak, Ariz.
Arkansas Magazine Mtn. (413916) 2,753 1 Blue Mountain, Ark./Magazine Mountain NE, Ark.
California Mt. Whitney 14,494 1 Mount Whitney, Calif./Mt. Langley, Calif.
Colorado Mt. Elbert 14,433 1 Mount Elbert, Colo./Mount Massive, Colo./
Granite, Colo.
Connecticut Mt. Frissell - S. slope 2,380 1 Bashbish Falls, Mass.-Conn.-N.Y./Sharon, Conn.-N.Y.
Delaware Unnamed (555095) 442 Drive-up Wilmington North, Del.-Pa.
Florida Unnamed (686282) 345 Drive-up Paxton, Fla.-Ala.
Georgia Brasstown Bald 4,784 1 Jacks Gap, Ga./Hiawassee, Ga.-N.C.
Hawaii Mauna Kea 13,796 1 Mauna Kea, Hawaii/Puu Oo, Hawaii
Idaho Borah Peak 12,662 3 Borah Peak, ldaho
Illinois Charles Mound 1,235 1 shullsburg, Wis.-Ill./Scales Mound East, IlL
Indiana Unnamed (835298) 1,257 1 Spartanburg, Ind.-Ohio/Whitewater, Ind.-Ohio
Iowa Unnamed (806153) 1,670 1 Sibley East, lowa
Kansas Mt. Sunflower 4,039 Drive-up Mount Sunflower, Colo.-Kans.
Kentucky Black Mtn. (312868) 4,145 (4,139) Drive-up Benham, Ky.-Va./Appalachia, Va.-Ky.
Louisiana Driskill Mtn. (097873) 535 1 Bryceland, Louisiana
Maine Mt. Katahdin 5,268 1 Katahdin, Me.*
Maryland Backbone Mtn. (309440) 3,360 1 Davis, W.Va.-Md.
Massachusetts Mt. Greylock 3,491 (3,487) Drive-up Williamstown, Mass.-Vt./Cheshire, Mass.
Michigan Mt. Arvon 1,979 1 Skanee South, Michigan
Minnesota Eagle Mtn. 2,301 1 Eagle Mountain, Minn./Mark Lake, Minn.
Mississipoi Woodall Mtn. 806 Drive-up luka, Miss.
Missouri Taum Sauk Mtn.(007605) 1,772 1 [ronton, Mo.
Montana Granite Peak 12,799 4 Granite Peak, Montana/Alpine, Montana
Nebraska Unnamed (815398) 5,426 Drive-up Pine Bluffs SE, Wyo.-Nebr.-Colo.
Nevada Boundary Peak 13,143 (13,140) 2 Benton, Nev.-Calif.*/Davis Mountain, Nev.-Calif.*
New Hampshire Mt. Washington 6,288 Drive-up Mt. Washington, N.H.*
New Jersey High Point 1,803 Drive-up Port Jervis South, N.J.-N.Y.-Pa.
New Mexico wheeler Peak 13,161 1 Wheeler Peak, N.Mex.
New York Mt. Marcy 5,344 1 Mount Marcy, N.Y.*
North Carolina Mt. Mitchell 6,684 Drive-up Mt. ®itchell, N.C.
North Dakota white Butte 3,506 1 Amidon, N.Dak.
Ohio Campbell Hill 1,550 (1,549) DOrive-up Zanesfield, Ohio
Ok L ahoma Black Mesa 4,973 2 Kenton, Okla.-Colo.
Oregon Mt. Hood 11,239 4 Mount Hood South, Oreg.
Pennsylvania Mt. Davis 3,213 Drive-up Markleton, Pa./Meyersdale, Pa.
Rhode Island Jerimoth Hill 812 1 East Killingly, Conn.-R.I1.
South Carolina Sassafras Mtn. 3,560 (3,554) Orive-up Eastatoe Gap, S.C.-N.C.
South Dakota Harney Peak 7,242 1 Custer, S.Dak./Hill City, S.Dak.
Tennessee Clingmans Dome 6,643 1 Clingmans Dome, N.C.-Tenn.
Texas Guadalupe Peak 8,749 1 Guadalupe Peak, Tex.
Utah Kings Peak 13,528 2 Kings Peak, Utah/Gilbert Peak NE, Utah-Wyo./
Bridger Lake, Utah-Wyo./Mount Powell, Utah
vermont Mt. Mansfield (736344) 4,393 i Mount Mansfield, Vt.
virginia Mt. Rogers 5,729 1 whitetop Mountain, Va.
wWashington Mt. Rainier 14,410 4 Mt. Rainier West, Wash./Mt. Rainier East, Wash.
West Virginia Spruce Knob 4,863 (4,861) Drive-up Spruce Knob, W.Va./Circleville, W.Va.
Wisconsin Timms Hill 1,951 1 Timms Hill, Wis.
Wyoming Gannett Peak 13,804 4 Gannett Peak, Wyo./Bridger Lakes, Wyo./

Fayette Lake, Wyo./Fremont Lake North, Wyo./
Fremont Peak North, Wyo./Ink Wells, Wyo./
Torrey Lake, Wyo./Hays Park, Wyo.

This Iis.t of the high points in the 50 states was submitted by Don Holmes. Information on membership in the
Highpointers Club can be obtained from Don by writing to him at 14732 Mansa Drive, La Mirada, CA 90638.
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Published bimonthly by the Peak and Gorge Outings Section,
Mother Lode Chapter, Sierra Club.

John Besbekos, Bob Buckles, and Pete Yamagata.

Dues are $5.00 per year (6 issues). Address labels will note what
issue will be your last unless you renew. Send checks (payable to
"Peak and Gorge”) to this Section’s Treasurer: Boris Nahlovsky,
3276 Amethyst Lane, Cameron Park, CA 95682.

We encourage you to submit copy for publication. Articles, letters,
fiction, poetry, and artwork that would be of interest to the Peak
and Gorge Section are welcome. Copy should be typed single-
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to: Boulder Editorial Committee; C/O John Besbekos; 4428 Old
Dairy Drive, Sacramento, CA 95842; phone 729-2725. Submittals
will not be returned unless accompanied by a self-addressed
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About a week before social meetings on even-numbered months.
The next deadline is: Tuesday, August 20, 1991

Boulder Editorial Committee
C/O John Besbekos

4428 Old Dairy Drive
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